Magic Wands
Background: The ancient Celts, who lived in and around Ireland, worshipped trees
because of their importance for the peoples’ survival. Their Ogham alphabet was even
based on trees, with each letter representing a different species, as well as special
qualities that the people associated with that tree. Here are a few examples:
• Birch: Represents transformation and new beginnings, as it is one of the first
trees to colonize fields or forest clearings (a pioneer species)
• Oak: Represents strength and endurance, as it is a long-lived tree with hard
wood
Materials: Sticks, 4 or 5 colors of strips of wool or felt
Set-Up: Explain that you are each going to create a magic wand from a stick today.
Explain how many people through human history have believed that certain tree
species have certain powers, and that by making a wand with that tree species, that
the people could take on that tree’s powers. Invite the kids to find their own stick to
make a wand. (They can either follow the Ogham alphabet’s associated qualities for
tree species, or they can make up their own mystical quality for their stick!) Then,
encourage the kids to decorate their wand with other naturally-found materials, like
leaves, feathers, or seeds, that might add magical powers of their own. Tie the
decorations on with the colored wool, or wind the wool up the stick in a spiral or
crisscrossed pattern; anything you want to make the wand unique!
Wrap-Up: Ask the kids to describe their wands and what features or decorations on
the wand make them powerful. Subtly point out identification features of trees as they
do this (like that paper birch has white, peeling bark) to weave in some natural history,
if you want!
On the next page is a list of the Ogham alphabet tree species and their associated
powers. We found this on Pinterest, of all places, so its historical accuracy is
questionable at best, but it’s fun to use for wand-making inspiration!

